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National Sweet Teen Organization’s Mission Statement

The National Sweet Teen Organization provides an opportunity for contestants at the

Miss America’s Outstanding Teen state competitions to develop their interviewing and

performing skills, to network among like-minded young women throughout the country, 

and to continue working on their community service platforms.

Contestant Eligibility Rules for National Sweet Teen Pageant 2011

To be eligible to compete in the 2011 NST Pageant, each contestant must submit:

1) hardcopy or emailed letter from her State Executive Director attesting to participation at her state competition, not necessarily earning runner-up status.  A photocopy of a newspaper article reporting the names of the contestants would be a good substitute.  The contestant could have competed at the state level during any previous year as long as she will not become 18 years old before October 10, 2011.

Snailmail: 

Jack Carr, National Executive Director

National Sweet Teen Pageant

3 East Main Street

Cortland, NY 13045 

Email: 

jackcarr@twncy.rr.com


Website:

http://www.nationalsweetteen.com
2) $100 entry fee, payable to “NST.”  A maximum of 28 contestants will compete in the 


2011 online competition.

3) Resume (sample herein), 10 copies.

4) Community Service Platform Essay (sample herein)—no more than 500 words,


Word Count listed after the contestant’s signature.  One page only, black ink on white 


paper, no less than 1” margins on all 4 sides.  10 copies.

5) Contestant Release Agreement (notarized)

6) one black and white headshot, any size.  Please, no “glamour” poses.

Contestant Resume: Required Components

· Name

· State in which she has participated in a MAOT state-level pageant 

· Email Address—unblocked, so that contestant herself may receive messages

· Home Landline Phone

· Contestant’s Cell Phone—must be a working number

· Snailmail address  

· Education 

· Community Service 

· Career Ambition

· Talent Category and Title 

· Scholastic Honors

· Leadership Roles

· Accomplishments

· Interesting Facts

Please note that birthdate, grade level, or any reference

to the age of the contestant should not be included in the resume.

For security reasons, do not include Social Security number.

The National Sweet Teen 2011 will have no obligation to the organization.

With written approval from the National Executive Director of NST, 

she may arrange to make official appearances as the National Sweet Teen (gratis or paid) from the date of her crowning until her successor is crowned in 2011.  

Sample: National Sweet Teen Contestant Resume

on next page

Name:  


Dacia Malonsky

Placement:


Participant at New Mexico’s Outstanding Teen Pageant 2008

Email:



majicishome@aol.com
Home Phone:


(821) 555-1234

Cell Phone: 


(821) 927-9999

Home Mailing Address: 
456 Popular Ave.





Nostalgia, NM 91234 

Education:
Academy of Science and Technology, West Nostalgia, NM


Border Crossing Junior High


Cordova Elementary 


Oprah Winfrey Pre-K

Platform Issue:  

Teenage Volunteerism 

Career Ambition:    

attorney specializing in entertainment law

Talent:


Vocal: “Who Will Love Me As I Am?” from SIDESHOW

Scholastic Honors:  Honor Roll all report card periods, taking 3 Advanced Placement classes, National Honor Society, Perfect Attendance Award, French Award, Vonda Kay Van Dyke Cultural Diversity Award

Leadership Roles:  Organized a teen volunteer group to entertain at a local nursing home; Secretary of Nostalgia Rotary Interact Club; Junior Varsity Cheerleading Captain 2007-2008; Lector and Song Leader at my church; elected state senator at State Girls’ State Leadership Conference

Accomplishments:  Rotary Student of the Year; Hugh O'Brian Youth Leadership Ambassador for my school; Fresh Face Agent Award at Odyssey Dance Competition; Placed at Nostalgia Talent Show 3 years; played Dorothy in my dance studio's production of "Hip Hop Oz” 

Interesting Facts:  I teach dance to 5-13 year olds; danced with the Disney characters in the ABC television special “Mickey's Magical Gathering;” modeled in the Frankie Girl Dance Costume Catalogue for the last three years; our family operates a dance studio in our home, I collect frogs of all types and shapes.  Ribbit—I love it.  I am the only girl with red hair of all my cousins, and I ran up the steps at our city’s public library like Rocky Balboa did in the movie! 

Sample: Community Service Essay
on next page

Name:  Lia Katrina VanDyne

Title:    Third Runner-Up to New Hampshire’s Outstanding Teen 2011

Celebrating Inclusivity

It is imperative that our nation face and embrace its cultural diversity.   While many people have talked about this issue, I believe that most of them have only paid lip service to the true necessity of what needs to be addressed related to including all the family members at the table.  There is a false truth in merely accepting and tolerating cultural diversity.  I intend to prove that in order to accept and understand people of other cultures, we must be willing to step out of our own personal cultural comfort zones and identify the origin of their prejudice.  I will specifically focus on three areas:  Children, Communities, and Businesses.

Currently, the term “Cultural Diversity” is well known in the halls of institutions of higher learner and, perhaps, even in the public school classroom because of the need for educators and learners to be politically correct.  But in order for us to make a true change in attitudes and behaviors of Americans, we must move beyond talk and into action and change in public policy.

My plan is to motivate the media and to partner with the National Conference for Community and Justice.  This organization has chapters in every major city in the nation and, in many cases, those chapters have community leaders involved who can, with encouragement and challenging, bring this issue out of hiding and into the public light in each of those communities.  

Obviously the media and the NCCJ already exist. However, what is lacking is a lighting rod to draw attention to this issue.  This is where I could step into the lead as the second National Sweet Teen.  What better role is there for a national titleholder than to be an agent of change in organizing our nation to accept our differences and to create an environment that values each person on individual characteristics rather than on stereotypes or assumptions?  

The National Sweet Teen should not be seen just as yet another pretty face.  Yes, she should be attractive, and yes, she should attract the leaders of the future to pay attention to her.   Our country’s ethnic make-up is changing rapidly and our citizen’s fear of terrorism can explode already existing, but deeply hidden prejudices.  

I want to be the leader that our country needs to continue tackling this issue.  

__________________________

Signature of Contestant

386 words

Our History

The inaugural pageant occurred at the Center for the Arts in Homer, New York in 2007.    Nine contestants competed, representing two young women from Connecticut  and one each from New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, New York, Kentucky, New Mexico and West Virginia.

A total of 11 contestants competed in the 2008 online pageant: three from Vermont, two from New York, and one each from Maine, Kentucky, Arizona, Colorado, Missouri and New Hampshire.  Four of those 11 contestants returned from 2007.   Three contestants competed online in 2009: Maine, New Mexico and Colorado.  NST contestants have gone on to achieve state titles in MAOT (ME & KY), Miss Teen USA (CT & VT) and First Runner-Up to Miss NM.

The National Sweet Teen is age 13 to age 17, without bias to age.

The Private Interview judges will not know the ages of the contestants 

nor will they ask any questions about their age or grade level.  

What Are NST Judges Expected to Do? 

1. Apply the judging criteria in an objective manner to maintain a warm and supportive environment so that contestants receive a fair, unbiased, and objective opportunity.

2. Disclose any conflicts of interest that may be perceived to compromise their ability to judge objectively.

3. Maintain confidentiality of contestants’ information and scores.

4. Prevent any person from influencing the way they score.

5. Report to the National Sweet Teen Organization's National Executive Director, as soon as practical, the name of anyone who attempts to influence them regarding scoring.

6. Prepare, in advance, to judge objectively the various options in all onstage phases of competition, keeping in mind the age-appropriateness of fashion styles, trends, taste, and the interest areas of today’s teenaged young women.

7. At no time will any judge offer a critique of any sort to any individual contestant—not even constructive criticism, positive remarks or compliments.  

The National Sweet Teen Judging Process for 2011

1. Many of the NST procedures and rules were adapted from the Miss America Organization and the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen national programs.

2. Judging panels were assembled with an eye to representing diversity and an understanding of today’s teenagers.

Phases of Competition and Scoring Percentages for 2011

Phone Interview: 
10%

Private Interview: 
25%

Talent: 


35%

Activewear: 

10%

    Eveningwear: 
    10%

Onstage Interview:  10%

Total:


100%

Private Interview Format 

Self Intro & Opening:
none

Q & A Discussion: 

5 minutes

Closing (optional):

30 seconds

Judging Criteria: Phone Interview (10%) and Private Interview (25%)

· Level of communication skill

· Validated opinions, aspirations and congruent responses.  Does she answer the question?

· Personality: Does she appear to be comfortable in her own skin?  Is she memorable? 

· Knowledge and provable development of platform issue

Judging Criteria: Talent (35%)

· Technical skill level

· Entertainment value

· Stage presence

· Age-appropriateness of routine and outfit

Judging Criteria: Activewear (10%)

· Physical fitness (posture, skin tone, musculature, beauty)

· Sense of confidence and composure

· Display of drive, energy, and charisma

· Not a choreographed dance routine but personal expression in a given timeframe

· Age-appropriateness of routine and outfit

Judging Criteria: Eveningwear (10%)

· Overall first impression

· Beauty

· Sense of confidence

· Walk, carriage, poise, and grace

· Personal style and age-appropriateness of the ensemble

Judging Criteria: Onstage Interview (10%)

· Charisma and stage presence to be an ambassador and representative for NST

· Does she answer the question?

· Does she make her audience want to listen to her?

· Should she be the National Sweet Teen?   
Breaking Ties

The auditors break ties by referring to the scores of all of the judges in this order of priority:

1) Private Interview

2) Talent

3) Eveningwear

4) Activewear

5) Onstage Interview

6) Phone Interview

Final Five Ballot

· After the last phase of competition is viewed, auditors determine the Final Five. 

· Then, all points are discarded and each Final Five contestant has no points.

· Each judge is given a Final Five Ballot.  No discussion is allowed among judges.

· Each judge ranks the Final Five contestants in the order he/she believes they should finish.

Point Values on the Final Five Ballot







1st Place: 
10 Points







2nd Place: 
5 Points







3rd Place: 
3 Points







4th Place: 
2 Points

                                                5th Place: 
1 Point

The Final Five Ballot alone determines the pageant’s final outcome.
Photo Requirement

One black-and-white headshot, such as what might be printed in a high school yearbook.  Any size is acceptable.  Please, no glamour shots or airbrushing.  Contestant’s name and state on the reverse.  No photos can be returned, sorry.

National Sweet Teen Competition 2011

Contestant Release Agreement
I, ________________________________________________,

Name of Contestant

a contestant in the 2011 National Sweet Teen Competition, do hereby knowingly and voluntarily release the National Sweet Teen Organization, its officers, directors, judges, volunteers and any other person, individual or corporation charged or chargeable with responsibility or liability, their heirs, administrators, executors, successors and assigns from and against any and all claims, lawsuits, demands, damages, loss of service, actions and causes of action based upon, arising out of, or in any way related to any honors, rights or awards sought by me as a contestant in the competition.


I hold harmless the National Sweet Teen Organization from any and all claims that I or my representative may have against such honors, rights and awards.  Such release includes any and all fees (including attorney’s fees), costs and other expenses incurred by my or on my behalf.  


I have had full and adequate opportunity to be thoroughly advised of the terms and conditions of this release and indemnity agreement by counsel of my own choosing, if desired.  I have also had the opportunity to ask any and all questions concerning this document and its execution by me.  


I fully understand that if selected National Sweet Teen 2011 that I shall have no further obligation to the National Sweet Teen Organization after October 10, 2011 but that, at my own discretion, I may make gratis or paid personal appearances until the second weekend in October, 2011 (or whenever my successor is crowned) only with the express written approval of the National Executive Director of the National Sweet Teen Organization.

______________________________________
____________________

Signature of Contestant



Date

______________________________________          ______________________________________


Signature of Parent or Guardian


Signature of Parent or Guardian




County of _______________________

State of _________________________

Sworn to, subscribed and acknowledged before me on _____ day of _______, 2011, by those signed herein who are personally known to me or who have produced the following form(s) of identification:

________________________________________________________________________________.

___________________________________

 (SEAL) 








Notary Public

My commission expires _______________ 

Required Paperwork 

(for Contestant’s Recordkeeping)

Deadline: 
until the competition roster is filled with a maximum of 28 contestants.  No contestant’s application is considered complete until all items are received.  

Repeat:
There will be a maximum of 28 contestants in the 2011 National Sweet 



Teen Pageant.

Item









      
       Date Mailed
1) Proof re: pageant participation for eligibility at NST




_______
2)  $100 entry fee, payable by check or money order to NST



_______


3) Resume (10 copies)








_______


4) Community Service Platform Essay (10 copies)




_______


5) Contestant Release Agreement (notarized)





_______


6) Black and white headshot







_______


7) Medical Release (form to be mailed to contestants in mid-September)

_______


8) Housing Agreement (form to be mailed to contestants in mid-September,



details determined by number of contestants competing)



_______






Snailmail:  
Jack Carr, National Executive Director








NST





3 East Main Street

  Cortland, NY 13045 

Email:
jackcarr@twncy.rr.com
Prizes and Awards

National Sweet Teen 2011

$1000 cash

♥ official National Sweet Teen crown by Holly Hardwicke: valued at $260 ♥

♥ official National Sweet Teen sash by Denise Tunney: valued at $50 ♥

♥ Miss Thousand Islands 2009 Kristan Lettiere Elegance Award: 

a $200 gift certificate to Touch of Grace, Watertown, NY ♥

plus several gifts and prizes

 

total cash value: $1,510

First Runner-Up: 

$500 cash

Second Runner-Up: 
$250 savings bond

Third Runner-Up: 

$150 savings bond

Fourth Runner-Up: 

$75 savings bond

Fifth through Ninth Runners-Up: 


one-year subscription to Fourpoints Magazine each

♥ several additional awards, to be determined by the number of contestants ♥

All contestants 

will receive a Certificate of Participation

proudly displaying their placement in competition

signed by National Sweet Teen 2009 Carolyn Glaude.

The Inaugural Class of 2007

Courtney Graves



Sweet Teen Maine

Shelby Gregoire



Sweet Teen Vermont

1RU Laura Katherine Jones

Sweet Teen Kentucky

2RU Carin Malm



Sweet Teen New Mexico

Ashley McVie Membrino

Sweet Teen Connecticut

Katrina Rossi



Sweet Teen New Hampshire

Courtney Sheridan


Sweet Teen New York

NST 2007 Bethany Stuchell

Sweet Teen West Virginia

Alyssa Taglia



Sweet Teen Connecticut

The Online Class of 2008

Songee Barker



Sweet Teen Arizona, new to NST 
Brooke Connor 



Sweet Teen Vermont, new

2RU Erin Connor



Sweet Teen Vermont, new
3RU Shannon Folsom


Sweet Teen Maine, new

1RU Shelby Gregoire


Sweet Teen Vermont, returning to NST 

Dymond Hayes



Sweet Teen Missouri, new 
NST 2008 Laura Katherine Jones
Sweet Teen Kentucky, returning
Tabitha Rooney



Sweet Teen Colorado, new
Katrina Rossi



Sweet Teen New Hampshire, returning
4RU Courtney Sheridan

Sweet Teen New York, returning
KeyAna Williams



Sweet Teen New York, new
The Online Class of 2009

2RU Savanna Fletcher


Sweet Teen Arizona, new

NST 2009 Carolyn Glaude

Sweet Teen Maine, new 

1RU Tabitha Rooney


Sweet Teen Colorado, returning

National Sweet Teen 2011
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